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American Alliance of Artists and Audiences founder Charles L. Reinhart steps
down as Executive Director to become Board Chair; Actor and Entrepreneur

Gavin Lodge named new Executive Director

New York, N.Y., October 5, 2022 —After an extensive search, the American Alliance of
Artists and Audiences (4As, 4A Arts) is pleased to announce that Gavin Lodge has
succeeded founder Charles L. Reinhart as Executive Director. Mr. Reinhart remains with
the organization in his role as Chair of the Board of Directors. Working together, Mr. Lodge
and Mr. Reinhart will lead the organization in its mission to democratize, catalyze and
prioritize arts and culture in the United States.

A visionary leader of the American dance world, Reinhart directed the American Dance
Festival (ADF) from 1968 to 2011.  He was also a member of the Board of Directors of the
Theater Development Fund (TDF) for 41 years and is presently a member of the Board of
Directors of ADF. Devoted to expansive education and equitable access to dance,
Reinhart was national coordinator of the National Endowment for the Arts Dance Touring
Program, developed the dance component of the NEA’s Artists in Schools Program, and
directed the Kennedy Center dance program from 1996-2004.

Reinhart identified the need for more robust engagement with the arts in America early
on in his career and, as he aged, recognized the immense influence that AARP had in
changing the national dialogue around the rights and entitlements afforded senior
citizens, as well as its influence over local, state and national government. After “retiring,”
Reinhart founded 4A Arts in 2017 to inspire the American public to stand up for their basic
human right to equitable access and support to arts and culture.
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After leading 4A Arts through its formative years, Reinhart is again “retiring” from his role
as the executive director to become chair of the 4A Arts Board of Directors. His
hand-picked successor, Gavin Lodge, shares his vision and commitment to elevating the
national perception of the intrinsic value of arts and culture in society and democracy.

Gavin Lodge comes to the organization with a broad spectrum of experience to lead
every facet of the work 4A Arts is doing to unite the American people around a common
love of and need for arts and culture. Hailing from Colorado, Lodge crisscrossed the
United States with candidates he believed in, working to get them elected to office,
including a 5-month stint in the Iowa Caucus. After his time at the highest levels of
campaign politics, Lodge came to New York City to pursue a career as a performer,
landing roles in Broadway musicals including 42nd Street and Spamalot as well as
multiple network television appearances. The birth of his two children inspired him to
bring together his business savvy and creativity to design a line of diaper bags for dads
juggling documents and diaper duty. His label, E.C.Knox, is available at Nordstrom.

After his performing career, Lodge returned to political organizing as a strategic
consultant working with Bryson Gillette, a minority-owned political and public affairs firm
founded by political and communications strategist and former Obama White House
deputy press secretary, Bill Burton.

Lodge’s multi-faceted career, grounded in the values of family, equity and equality,
mirror his leadership style and inform his work ethic. The 4A Arts Board and membership
are excited to work with Mr. Lodge to implement the goals and objectives as envisioned
by Mr. Reinhart.
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